6	THE EMPTY
But it was something that they were packed and ready, and
that was largely due to him. He was certainly efficient and
enjoyed the bustle and importance of his new role, but when
he talked of the Empty Quarter -there was a tremor in his
voice and his spirits sank leadenly to the region of his soles.
It was long since he had last seen his wife, whom he had left
with their little son at Mecca when he had accompanied
Ibrahim on an important mission connected with the
crown-lands in the Hasa. Would he ever see her again ?
His courage ebbed and flowed in turns—but the die was
cast.
Meanwhile, in the intervals of packing and preparation, I
paid a visit to the new mobile wireless station^ in the great
fortress of Ibrahim Pasha to check my half-chronometer
watches by the time-signal from distant Mogadicio l; and
called on 'Abdullah ibn Jiluwi to take formal leave of him.
With him I found the appointed leader and deputy-leader of
my expedition. In the presence of the three of us the gover-
nor of the Hasa wrote out the drafts of certain letters which
might be of use to us in the desert. While a secretary was
preparing fair copies thereof on the typewriter for his sig-
nature he turned to those to whom he was about to commit
me for better or for worse until we should come again to the
haunts of civilised men. He had doubtless discussed every-
thing with them in detail already. His present speech wan
therefore little more than a formality enacted for my benefit,
but it was characteristically impressive. Look you, ho said,
addressing Zayid al Munakhkhas, a man of the Bani Hajir
tribe but more than half town-bred and a myrmidon of long
standing in the governor's service, look you, this man i» dear
to the King and dear to us all; see that you have a care of
him. See that he wants for nothing within your power to
provide. You will take him to Jafura, even to Salwa and
Sikak and Anbak until you come to Jabrin. In all things
serve him as you would se*ve me. Thence you will go to
Maqainama, and beyond that is beyond my ken* He speaks
of Wabar. You will take him thither—you have guides with
you who know the desert in those parts. You will take Mm
1 More properly Mukdiahu in Italian SomalilaatL

